Beyond the Continental Divide


The Lewis and Clark Expedition in the Pacific Northwest





                                                   Campsites





October 10, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Snake River, below the confluence of the Clearwater River.  Down river from Clarkston, Washington, in Whitman County on Wawawai River Road, State Route 193.  Campsite has been inundated by backwater from Lower Granite Dam.


Viewpoint from Chief Timothy State Park on the southern shore of the Snake River, access from 


US Route 12.





October 11, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Snake River, just below the confluence of Almota Creek.   Down river from Boyer Park and Marina in Whitman County, Washington, on Almota Road, State Route 194.  Campsite has been  inundated by Lake Bryan, created by Little Goose Dam.





October 12, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Snake River, just below the confluence of Alkali Flat Creek.  In the vicinity of Riparia, Washington, in Whitman County, on road to Little Goose Dam off State Route 26.  Campsite has been inundated by backwater from Lower Monumental Dam.





October 13, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Snake River, across the river from Walla Walla County townsite of Ayer.  Campsite in Franklin County, Washington, has been inundated by backwater from Lower Monumental Dam and not accessible by road.  Viewpoint from southern shore of the Snake River at Ayer, reached by road from State Route 261.





October 14, 1805


Camp was made on an island in the Pine Tree Rapids of the Snake River, in Franklin County, Washington.  Island has been inundated by Lake Sacajawea, created by Ice Harbor Dam.  Viewpoint on northern shore of the Snake River at Burr Canyon, below Windust Park on Burr Canyon Road, State Route 163.





October 15, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Snake River, opposite Fishook Creek which is near Page, Washington.  Campsite in Franklin County, Washington, has been inundated by Lake Sacajawea and not easily accessible.  Viewpoint on southern shore of the Snake River from Fishook Park in Walla Walla County, reached by Fish Hook Road from State Route 124.





October 16 & 17, 1805


Camp for two nights was made at junction of Columbia and Snake rivers, in Franklin County, Washington.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Wallula, created by McNary Dam in the Columbia River.  Viewpoint at Sacajawea State Park, Pasco, Washington, off  US Route 12.
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October 18, 1805


Camp was made on the south shore of the Columbia River, at Spring Gulch in Walla Walla County, Washington.  Near the Washington - Oregon border on US Route 730.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Wallula, created by McNary Dam.





October 19, 1805


Camp was made on the south shore of the Columbia River, opposite Big Blalock Island.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Umatilla, created by John Day Dam.  Site is not easily accessible, located in Umatilla National Wildlife Refuge, Marrow County, Oregon.  Viewpoint of vicinity from Irrigon, Oregon, on US Route 730.





October 20, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, near North Roosevelt in Klickitat County, Washington.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Umatilla, created by John Day Dam.  Viewpoint of vicinity from Roosevelt Park, off State Route 14.  


                      


October 21, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, near Cliffs in Klickitat County, Washington.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Celilo, created by The Dalles Dam.  Viewpoints of vicinity from John Day Dam and Cliffs Recreation Area, off State Route 14.





October 22 & 23, 1805


Camp was made for two nights, to portage Celilo Falls, on a sandbar near the north shore of the Columbia River. Campsite was downstream from the present railroad bridge at Whisram Heights and has been inundated by Lake Celilo, created by The Dalles Dam.  The townsite in Klickitat County, Washington, is off State Route 14.





October 24, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, in the vicinity of Horsetheif Lake State Park in Klickitat County, Washington.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Celilo, created by The Dalles Dam.  Viewpoints from Horsethief State Park, just off State Route 14.





October 25 through 27, 1805


Camp for three nights was made on the south shore of the Columbia River, below the mouth of Mill Creek in Wasco County, Oregon.  Rock Fort campsite, a natural rock fortification, is a historical site in The Dalles, off  Interstate Route 84.





October 28, 1805


Camp was made on the south shore of the Columbia River at Crates Point, just below Rocky Island.  Campsite has been inundated by the backwaters of Bonneville Dam.  Viewpoints from Columbia Gorge Discovery Center and Wasco County Historical Museum, near The Dalles, Oregon, off Interstate Route 84. 
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October 29 1805


Camp was on the north shore of the Columbia River, near Drano Lake in Skamania County, Washington.  Campsite has been inundated by backwaters from Bonneville Dam.  The Lewis and Clark Highway, State Route 14, separates the lake from the Columbia River.





October 30 & 31, 1805


Camp for two nights was made on an island near the north shore of the Columbia River, down river from Stevenson in Skamania County, Washington.  Island is visible from State Route 14, although Lake Bonneville has made the island smaller.





November 1, 1805


Camps was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, in the vicinity of Fort Rains, Skamania County, Washington.  Campsite  and site of fort were inundated by a 48 mile long reservoir created by Bonneville Lock and Dam.  Viewpoints from north shore observation point at the dam, off State Route 14.





November 2, 1805


Camp was made on the south shore of the Columbia River, at Rooster Rock State Park in Multnomah County, Oregon.  Rooster Rock can be viewed in the western section of the park, which is off Interstate Route 84.





November 3, 1805


Camp was made on the north side of Government Island in the Columbia River, across from Camas, Washington.  The island campsite in Multnomah County, Oregon, is only accessible by boat.





November 4, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, in the Shillappo-Vancouver Wildlife Area. Campsite was in the vicinity of Post Office Lake and Salmon Creek in Clark County, Washington.  State Route 501 travels into the wildlife area.





November 5, 1805


Camp was made on the south shore of the Columbia River, in the vicinity of Prescott-Columbia County Park in Oregon.  Access to the park is off  US Route 30, near the deactivated Trojan Nuclear Plant.





November 6, 1805


Camp was made one mile below Cape Horn on the north shore of the Columbia River in Wakiakum County, Washington.  Campsite is not accessible, but Cape Horn can be viewed from County Line Park, just off State Route 14.
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November 7, 1805


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River in Wakiakum County, Washington.  Campsite is not accessible, located on private property, but vicinity of campsite can be viewed from Altoona - Pillar Rock Road, off State Route 4.





November 8 & 9, 1805


Camp for two night was made on the western shore of Grays Bay, in the vicinity of Grays Point in Pacific County, Washington.  Actual campsite is not accessible by road, but can be viewed from former townsite of Knappton on State Route 401.





November 10 & 11, 1805


Camp for two nights was made on the eastern side of Point Ellice, in Pacific County, Washington.  Campsite was east of former townsite of Megler on State Route 401.





November 12 - 14, 1805


Camp for three nights was made on the eastern side of Point Ellice, one-half mile from the former campsite.  Campsite was east of former townsite of Megler on State Route 401.





November 15 - 24, 1805


Station Camp was made on the western side of Point Ellice, on the eastern shore of Baker Bay.  Actual campsite was not located in Station Camp State Park in Pacific County, Washington.  Campsite was east of former townsite of McGowan on US Route 101.





Note: Lewis campsites for November 14 - 17, 1805, when he explored Cape Disappointment were not recorded in the journals or maps of the expedition.





November 18, 1805     


Clark and eleven corpsmen explore Cape Disappointment and camp north of McKinzie Head on coast of Pacific Ocean.  McKinzie Head is in Fort Canby State Park in Pacific County, Washington.  Park is on State Route 100, Canby Road, off US Route 101.





November 19, 1805


Clark and eleven corpsmen return from exploring Cape Disappointment and the northern coast of the Pacific Ocean, cross the Walicut River in a canoe, and camp on the east bank of the river.  The vicinity can be viewed in Pacific County, Washington, from US Route 101.





November 25, 1805 


Returning upriver from Station Camp the corps rounded Baker Bay and camped near the campsite of November 7, 1805.





November 26, 1805


After crossing the Columbia River, camp was made on the west side of Settlers Point, near Svenson in Clatsop County.  Access to vicinity of campsite is off US Route 30, in Oregon.     
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November 27 to December 6, 1805


Camp was made on the western side of Tongue Point, east of Astoria, in Clatsop County.  Access to the vicinity is from US Route 30, Oregon.





Note: Campsites for Lewis for November 29 through December 4, 1805, when he explored Youngs Bay were not recorded in the journals or expedition maps.





December 7, 1805, to March 22, 1806


Fort Clatsop was located on the Lewis and Clark River on the southern side of Youngs Bay.  Fort Clatsop National Memorial in Clatsop County, Oregon, is on the site of the expedition’s winter quarters.  Access to the visitors center and reconstructed fort is from Alternate US Route 101.





December 8, 1805


Clark and five corpsmen traveled overland to explore Point Adams and Pacific Coast.  The camp for the evening was not recorded on the exploration maps.  The campsite was north of  Gearhart, Oregon, in seacoast dunes.  View the vicinity east of Neacoxie Creek in Clatsop County, off US Route 101.





December 9, 1805  


Clark and five corpsmen spend the night at an Indian village that was located at the mouth of the Neacoxie Creek, that drained into the Pacific Ocean.  Today’s geography of the area has changed in the last 200 year, the Neacoxie Creek now drains into the Necanicum estuary.  The campsite was in the vicinity of today’s Slusher Lake in Clatsop County, accessed from US Route 101.





January 6, 1806


Clark’s second trip to the seacoast with twelve corpsmen and Sacagawea.  Camp for the evening was made on Neacoxie Creek, north of Gearhart, Oregon.  Area can be viewed at Sunset Beach on Neacoxie Lake, in Clatsop county, off US Route 101.





January 7, 1806


Camp was made on Canyon Creek located on Tillamook Head, Clatsop County, Oregon.  Hike Tillamook Head National Recreation Trail to view the explorer’s route. Access is from Sunset Beach south of Seaside, off US Route 101.





January 8, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of Ecola Creek at Cannon Beach, Oregon.  Trail through Ecola State Park over Tillamook Head approximates the route taken by Clark.  Access park from  US Route 101.





January 9, 1806


Returning from the site of the beached whale the party camped at the saltmaker's camp before returning to Fort Clatsop.  Saltworks - Fort Clatsop National Memorial is located in Seaside, Oregon, off US Route 101.  
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March 23, 1806


The first night’s camp on the return trip was made on the mainland, east of Tongue Point, near Mill Creek.  The campsite is difficult to view from the highway,  a safer view of the vicinity is at John Day Park in Clatsop County, Oregon, off US Route 30.   The park is near the mouth of John Day River, often incorrectly listed as a Lewis and Clark campsite. 





March 24, 1806


Camp was made at Aldrich Point on Cathlamet Head, on the south side of the Columbia River. Knappa Landing and Aldrich Point boat docks offer an opportunity to view the Lewis and Clark National Wildlife Refuge.  Access is off US Route 30 in Clatsop County, Oregon.





March 25, 1806   


Camp was made at Beaver Slough, one of the mouths of the Clatskanie River in Columbia County, Oregon.  Access to the area is off US Route 30, view of Columbia River, Beaver Slough and Wallace Island.





March 26, 1806   


Camp was made on an island close to the southern shore of the Columbia River, in Columbia County, Oregon.  This campsite can only be viewed from a boat, however the area can be viewed from Willow Grove Park, off  State Route 4 in Cowlitz County, Washington.





March 27, 1806


Camp was made on the south shore of the Columbia River, in the vicinity of Goble in Columbia County, Oregon.  US Route 30 runs close to the Columbia at this point, however there are few turnouts for viewing the river.





March 28, 1806


Camp was made on the down river end of Deer Island on the Columbia River shore.  Actual campsite is visible from a boat, road access to the private property on the island is limited.      US Route 30 in Columbia County, Oregon, parallels the island.





March 29, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, in Ridgfield National Wildlife Refuge located in Clark County.  Campsite was on the mainland between Lewis River and Bachelor Island Slough, near Ridgefield, Washington.  Access to town and refuge is State Route 501, off Interstate Route 5.





March 30, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, across from Hayden Island.  Campsite was in Vancouver, Washington, which has several waterfront parks and pathways.                  State Route 14, off Interstate Route 5,  is the Lewis and Clark Highway.
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March 31 to April 5, 1806


Camp for six nights was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, above the mouth of the Washougal River.  Parkers Landing Historic Site and Park in Washougal is on State Route 14, in Clark County, Washington.





April 2, 1806


Clark and seven corpsmen, with an Indian guide, explored ten miles up the Willamette River and camped near an Indian lodge.  Campsite was on the north bank of the Willamette River, below Waud’s Bluff and the University of Portland in Multnomah County, Oregon.  Access to University of Portland is via State Route 30 Bypass, off Interstate Route 5.





April 6 through 8, 1806


Camp for three nights was made on the south shore of the Columbia, in the vicinity of Shepherds Dell in Multnomah County, Oregon.  The eastern end of Rooster Rock State Park provides a view of the area, access is off  Interstate Route 84.





April 9, 1806


Camp was on the south shore of the Columbia River, in the narrows created by  Bradford Island.  Campsite located in Bonneville, Oregon, has been inundated by backwater of Bonneville Dam.  The townsite in Multnomah County is off Interstate Route 84, near the southern entrance to Bonneville Dam.





April 10 & 11, 1806


Camp for two nights, to make the portage of the Cascades of the Columbia, was made on the north shore of the Columbia.  Campsite in Skamania County, Washington, has been inundated by the backwaters of Bonneville Dam.  Observation point on the northern end of  Bonneville Dam, off State Route 14.





April 12, 1806


Camp was on the mainland on the north shore of the Columbia,  at the head of the portage route around Cascades of the Columbia.  Campsite, inundated by the water impounded by Bonneville Dam, was across from island campsite of November 30, 1805.  Located in Skamania County, Washington, near Bridge of the Gods on State Route 14.





April 13, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River on the southern side of Dog Mountain.  Location of  the campsite has been inundated by Bonneville Dam impoundment.  View vicinity from State Route 14 in Skamania County, Washington.
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April 14, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, at the entrance of Major Creek.   Campsite in Klickitat County, Washington, has been inundated by Bonneville Dam impoundment.  View the vicinity from Lyle Rest Area on State Route 14 and Memaloose State Park  in Wasco County, Oregon, on Interstate Route 84.





April 15 through 17, 1806


Camp for two nights was made again at Fort Rock, were the corps camped for three nights in October of 1805.  Rock Fort is a historical site in The Dalles, Oregon, off Interstate 84 in Wasco County.





April 16 and 17, 1806


Clark and eleven corpsmen, plus Sacagawea, cross the Columbia River to trade for horses and spend two nights at an Indian village.  Campsite has been inundated by Lake Celilo, created by The Dalles Dam.  Village was in the vicinity of Horsethief Lake State Park, in Klickitat County, Washington, off State Route 14.





April 18, 1806


Lewis establishes a base camp on the north shore of the Columbia River and visits the Indian village were Clark was staying, then both captains return to the main camp.  Campsite was near Spearfish Lake in Klickitat County, Washington.  Spearfish Lake Recreation Area is located off US Route 197.





April 19 & 20, 1806


Lewis establishes a base camp on the north shore of the Columbia River to facilitate the portage of  The Dalles of the Columbia.  Campsite, inundated by Lake Celilo, was in the vicinity of Horsethief State Park, in Klickitat County, Washington.  Access to the park is off State Route 14.





April 19, 1806


Clark and four corpsmen moved upriver to trade for horses and stayed at an Indian lodge near the Great Falls of the Columbia.  The lodge was on the point projecting into the river just below the railroad bridge at Wishram Heights, Washington.  Access to the townsite is off State Route 14.





April 21, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, opposite the western end of Miller Island. Campsite was upriver from Wishram, Washington, and is now inundated by Lake Celilo.  Access to the Klickitat County townsite is off State Route 14.





April 22, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River at an Indian fishing village.  Located  east of the John Day Dam, Lake Umatilla has inundated the actual campsite.   Access to John Day Dam in Klickitat County, Washington, to view the vicinity is off State Route 14.
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April 23, 1806    


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, near a large creek.  Campsite in Kilickitat County, Washington, was at the mouth of Rock Creek.  The site has been inundated by Lake Umatilla, vicinity viewed from State Route 14.





April 24, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River on a gravel bar, two miles below the campsite of  October 20, 1804.  Campsite was two miles below the former campsite in Klickitat County, Washington.  Site inundated by Lake Umatilla, vicinity viewed from West Roosevelt, off State Route 14.





April 25, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, below the mouth of a small creek.  Campsite was at Alder Creek in Klickitat County, Washington.  The site has been flooded by the backwater of John Day Dam, view vicinity from State Route 14.





April 26, 1806


Camp was made on the north shore of the Columbia River, about seven miles above the encampment of October 19, 1805.  Campsite was located below McNary Dam in Benton County, Washington.  Site now inundated by Lake Umatilla, view the vicinity from Plymouth Park, off State Route 14 and Interstate Route 82.





April 27 & 27, 1806


Main camp for two nights was made on the west bank of the Columbia River, across from the mouth of the Walla Walla River.  Campsite was near the former townsite of Yellepit in Benton County, Washington.  Site inundated by Lake Wallula, created by McNary Dam.  View the vicinity of campsite from Two Rivers County Park near Kennewick.  





April 29, 1806


Camp was made on the northern banks of the Walla Walla River, about a mile from the Columbia. Campsite in Walla Walla County, Washington, inundated by the backwaters of Lake Wallula.  View the vicinity at Madame Dorian Park and Wallula Habitat Unit, off State Route 12.





April 30, 1806


Taking an overland shortcut to the Clearwater River, camp was made on the banks of the Touchet River. Campsite located on North Touchet Road, off US Route 12 in Walla Walla County, Washington.  Highway Heritage Marker and small turnout on the road, at river crossing.





May 1, 1806


Following an Indian trail along the Touchet River, camp was made on the north banks of the river.  Campsite at Bolles Gauging Station, between Prescott and Waitsburg, Washington.  View the vicinity south of US Route 12 in Walla Walla County.
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May 2, 1806


Camp was made on a small creek, above its confluence with the Touchet River.  Campsite is east of Dayton, Washington, on the north side of Patit Creek.  View the vicinity from intersection of  Patit Road and Ronan Hill Road in Columbia County.  Lewis and Clark Trail State Park located between Waitsburg and Dayton.  








May 3, 1806


Camp was made on the north banks of the small creek, before continuing overland on an Indian trail.  Campsite was on Pataha Creek, east of Pomeroy, Washington.  Highway Heritage Marker marks the location on US Route 12 in Garfield County.





May 4, 1806


After crossing the Snake River, camp was made on the north shore of the river, opposite Alpowa Creek.  Campsite was down river from the confluence of the Clearwater River and encampment of October 10, 1805.  Site down river from Clarkston, Washington, has been inundated by backwater from Lower Granite Dam.  Access to vicinity of campsite is Wawawai River Road, State Route 193, in Whitman County.  Viewpoint from Chief Timothy State Park on southern shore of Snake River, access from US Route 12.     


